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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

 

 

Congratulations Mrs. Arner & Mr. Ruede! 

The Tolland Education Foundation recently awarded a $4,000 grant to Tara Arner, T.I.S 

Grade 3 Teacher and Mark Ruede, Tolland Public Schools Science Supervisor.  The 

resources provided as a result of this grant will be used in the construction of an amazing 

butterfly garden at Tolland Intermediate School. In addition to the butterfly garden being 

visually appealing, it will provide students with a hands on educational space, directly 

linked to our science curriculum. Ultimately, the butterfly garden will enable students to 

broaden their understanding of monarch butterflies and heighten their level of awareness 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


relative to the lifecycle of these amazing creatures. Thank You Tolland Education 

Foundation! 

 

 

Resilience at T.I.S.  

Our attribute for the month of February was resilience. All month long on our morning 

announcements we talked about the importance of resilience as well as qualities which 

exemplify resilience. During our monthly HAWK’s Nest advisor-advisee groups, staff 

taught a lesson on resilience and likened it to the ability to bounce back from adversity.   



FROM THE OFFICE:   

Afterschool Parking  

Maintaining a safe and secure environment is a team effort. Please help us maintain a safe 

and secure environment at T.I.S. When parking in the rear lot to pick up your child at the 

end of the school day, please do not park along the yellow curbing next to the building or 

on any grassy area along the building.   

The Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC) at Tolland Intermediate School 

Students across the state will soon begin taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment. 

Smarter Balanced Assessments are given in the areas of mathematics and English 

Language Arts/Literacy (ELA). SBAC tests are aligned with the Common Core State 

Standards and they are designed to measure student progress toward meeting grade level 

standards.  Our goal in developing a testing schedule is to minimize disruption to our 

typical school day. We are currently putting the final touches on our SBAC testing 

schedule and we will send it home as soon as possible.  

                 

  



 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 

 
 

March 2020 

 3  BAND/CHORUS/CLUB PHOTOS  

 5  EARLY RELEASE/PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 6  EARLY RELEASE/PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 13  Pi DAY  

 18  EARLY RELEASE 

 24  GRADE 3 CHORUS CONCERTS 

 25  SNOWDATE FOR GRADE 3 CHORUS CONCERTS 

   COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL, 9:15 

   BOE MEETING, 7:30 

 30  TIS BOOKFAIR BEGINS 
  

  



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR T.I.S. CLASSROOMS: 

GRADE 3 

It is hard to believe we are almost done with February and Spring will be here 

before we know it.  Third graders have been very busy over the last couple months.  

In Language Arts, we have been reading selections that teach a lesson, or show the 

author's purpose. Some selections have discussed Native American History and 

social relationships between people and animals.  Some of the grammar skills that 

we have been working on include subject-verb agreement, pronoun-verb 

agreement, adjectives that compare and irregular verbs.  

In Writer’s Workshop most classes have finished publishing their 

information pieces.  Some students were able to type these into Google Documents 

and add pictures.  Students will share these pieces with classmates to celebrate the 

end of the writing unit.  Third graders will begin working on Opinion writing next 

during Writer’s Workshop.  Students will decide on a topic that they feel strongly 

about and write to persuade others.  It is always a fun experience to hear what third 

graders think they can change about our world, town, classroom, or even home.   

In Fundations, we have started our Bonus Unit.  This Bonus Unit is intended 

to solidify students’ understanding, decoding, and spelling of multisyllabic words 

with closed, open and v-e syllable.  We’ll also go over the concept of the prefix by 

introducing closed syllable prefixes such as dis, un, non and open syllable prefixes 

such as pre and re.  In addition, we will introduce the concept of Latin roots with 

closed syllable roots such as rupt and ject.  This is a fun unit, where students are 

able to play around with words a bit and see if they can determine meaning based 

on prefixes and roots.   

In math we are starting our fractions unit.  Students are reviewing 

numerators and denominators and making fractions on a number line and with 

pictures.  We move along with equivalent fractions, comparing fractions, as well as 

reducing fraction to the simplest form.  Students will also be moving on to chapters 

on time and temperature, bar graphs and line plots this spring.  The best way to 

help with math at home is to continue to have your child practice their math facts 

with Reflex, flash cards or other fluency games.   

In science we are moving right along in the forces and motion unit. The 

students have explored three unseen forces: gravity, electrostatic energy and 

magnetism. We have experiments with ramps and cars to investigate the effects of 

force with gravity. We have completed two simulations. One that was particularly 

exciting was with electrostatic energy. You might enjoy investigating this topic 

further with your child at - https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/balloons-and-static-

electricity/latest/balloons-and-static-electricity_en.html  

As always, thank you for your continued support at home!   

https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/balloons-and-static-electricity/latest/balloons-and-static-electricity_en.html
https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/balloons-and-static-electricity/latest/balloons-and-static-electricity_en.html


 

 

GRADE 4 

The 4th Grade Valentine’s Day Dance was a Sweet Success!  It was wonderful to 

see all the kids dressed up, and a great time was had by all! 

We have been busy getting students ready to take the SBAC tests. We have been 

practicing how to access and use all of the tools and hints that are available to 

students on these computerized assessments. 

 

In math we are transitioning from fractions to decimals, working in the tenths and 

hundredths place. Students are excited about this new concept, and may be 

surprised at how much they already know about decimals.  Making a connection 

between money and decimals often helps students understand the concept of 

decimals. 

Our science unit picked up where we left off in Unit 1, talking about erosion, and 

we will continue learning about the different types of energy that creates the 

landscape around us.  We will explore shoreline erosion caused by the transfer of 

energy from waves.  Students are excited about designing models to slow down 

shoreline erosion. 

We have finished Unit 2 in Journeys, our new reading program, and are starting 

Unit 3: “Inside Nature”. The focus of this unit will be non-fiction texts about 

frozen water, insects, winds and storms.   

Students are working on informational writing.  They are researching and learning 

about the Northeast Region, then writing an informational piece.  This year we are 

using a cross curricular approach to connect writing instruction with social studies.  

The students are off to a great start, and have been learning how to research and 

take notes in the classroom as well as during their library special. 

 

GRADE 5 

Each month a TIS student from each class is nominated for an attribute award. This 

month we are focusing on resilience. 

Esteem Day was a success! Thank you for joining us in the nighttime 

performance.   Our 5th graders participated in a variety of skits on self-esteem 

topics. Students also showed off their amazing dance skills. Great job 5th graders!  



In language arts, students are enjoying our unit “Play on Words.” They are learning 

the difference between literal and figurative language through literature and skits. 

We are also reading the novel, The Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton Jester. This 

entertaining and engaging book is keeping our students on the edge of their seats! 

Ask your child to tell you about the book and the Abbott and Costello skit, “Who’s 

on First.”   

In social studies students are learning about the early colonization of America. 

Students are reading about Roanoke, Jamestown, and Plymouth. We will soon 

move on to the thirteen original colonies.  

Fifth grade students are getting ready for their fractions units.  Students will be 

working on adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions.  They will also 

be applying those skills to real world problems.   

  

In science, fifth graders are wrapping up the ecosystems unit.  Students will soon 

be creating a culminating project to explain how ecosystems thrive by creating a 

new habitat for the Golden Jelly.  Students will describe all the components that 

need to be present for the Golden Jelly to survive. 

  



 Unified Arts Update for February 2020

 
Art ~Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education 

Miss Ballard- Art  

Third Grade: The students will be working on Value paintings. Each student will 

create a 6 line composition on white paper. Each section will be assigned a number 1-5. 

Students will then paint different values of their color they selected. We will do tints and 

shades of those selected colors on the composition. 
 

Fourth Grade: The fourth grade students will be finishing up pasting their 3D Robot 

Sculptures. Soon students will be painting their robots and adding fine details. We 

should be finished with this project by the end of March. 
 

Fifth Grade: The fifth graders will soon be starting Zentangle! The focus of this 

project is the use of the Element of Art called Line and the Principle of Design called 

Pattern. Each student has been given work packets to work on and given examples of 

Zentangles. There are 15 items that need to be included in the student’s Zentangle, as 

well as their first or last name. This project will take us most of February and March. 

 

Mrs. Hill - Library Media 
 

Third grade: In the month of February third grade students are reviewing concepts 

introduced at the beginning of the year to check for mastery. Learning how to use Destiny 

(the online card catalog system) to find books in the TIS library is a very important skill. 

But also understanding how many books they found in their search, doing different types 

of searches, and being able to understand what type of books they are finding in their 

search result (Fiction, Nonfiction, Biography, or Reference) are also very important 

lifelong skills. Students are moving to the next level of mastery in the library by finding 

the books they are looking up on the computer, ON THE LIBRARY SHELVES 

independently. Fiction books are in alphabetical order by the author and the nonfiction 

books are in number order according to the Dewey Decimal System. Yes, libraries still 

http://collection.whitney.org/artist/94/GeorgeBellows


use the Dewey Decimal System! Understanding how library books are arranged is also a 

lifelong skill.  

 
 

Fourth grade: Students began a large research and writing unit in the classroom about 

the Northeast region of the United States this month. In collaboration with classroom 

teachers, library lessons taught are how to take notes, how to avoid plagiarism and how to 

put a works cited (bibliography) page together in preparation for this report. Students use 

a variety of research sources and learn unique and interesting facts about the Northeast 

region. They will use non fiction books, encyclopedias, atlases, and many different 

websites. Teachers are able to borrow the library print materials in their classrooms and 

can take advantage of library websites in the TIS computers labs, on Chromebook and 

IPads. 
 

Fifth grade:  Fifth grade students have begun a biography unit. They are allowed to 

choose from hundreds of people throughout history and are encouraged to choose 

someone they find highly interesting. Students will take notes and then turn the notes into 

a Google Slide presentation. The presentation will include notes, quotes, pictures and 

transitions. Students will present their slideshow to the class, with the project wrapping 

up by mid March.  
 

 

Ms. Baker - Music/Chorus   
 

 



The composer of the month for March is Felix Mendelssohn 

 

Grade 3 general music:   The third grade students are working hard on learning to 

read the treble staff while playing their recorders. This month they will learn to play 

songs using  BAG on their recorders. Each music class they will be learning new songs or 

dances which they will be singing on Tolland Green Day and for their concert on March 

24.  
 

Grade 3 Concert: Coming Soon!! The grade three  concert will be Tuesday, 

March 24  in the TIS Gymnasium.  
 

Grade 4 general music: The fourth graders will be learning about the music and 

geography of Africa. They will be playing games, instruments, dancing and singing songs 

in those cultures. They are also working on reading the notes on the treble clef staff using 

the Recorder Karate Program. 
 

Grade 5 general music: It's Ukulele Time!!!! The fifth graders are very excited to 

start learning the ukuleles. They will learn to tune the ukuleles independently. They will 

also learn to read chord charts and tabs. As a final project they will be performing their 

own song for ukulele and recording them on the ipads using Garageband. 
 

Grade 5 Chorus:   OUR SPRING CONCERT IS: Thursday, May 14 at 7:00pm, in 

the TIS all purpose room. 
 

Mrs. Marchesani - Band/Chorus                                                                            

Grade 4 Chorus:  Chorus members are having fun learning new songs!  American 

traditional/folk songs from different geographic regions of the United States are currently 

our focus, such as “She’ll be Coming ‘Round the Mountain” that also incorporates a 

lighthearted partner song and “Yonder Come Day” which is based on the traditional 

Georgia Sea Islands spiritual.  The 4th grade Chorus will be performing “Yonder Come 

Day” in three parts and acapella! 

 



Grade 4 Band:     At all Full Band rehearsals and small group instruction classes, we 

are constantly reinforcing beginning band the basics: proper instrument assembly, 

posture, hand position, breathing, articulation, counting. 

    4th grade Band students are learning how to play a beginning band piece titled 

“Bugler’s Dream” which is a beginning band arrangement of the “Olympic Fanfare” 

theme.  First, students had to learn the theme contained in an 8 measure melody.  Next, 

they are learning a full page band arrangement!  To do this, students learned how to rest 

while other sections of the Band play and how to count the rests so they would be ready 

to play when indicated. Several instrument sections are learning a harmony part which is 

very different from the 8 measure melody. Listening skills are a must for this piece!  The 

concept of “Coda” is also incorporated in “Bugler’s Dream”.   

    

Grade 5 Band:    5th Grade Band members are busy preparing music for their Step-Up 

Concert with the 6th and 7th grade Bands on April 1st.  The Home Practice goal of 60 

minutes per week is extremely important, as always.  5th graders have identified, counted 

and played the dotted quarter note-eighth note rhythm.  Band members are applying this 

knowledge and challenging themselves by learning “Trumpet Voluntary” and a lively 

syncopated arrangement titled “Rockin’ Rondeau”!    

The 5th Grade Band Step-Up Concert with the 6th & 7th Grade TMS Band is scheduled for 

Wednesday April 1, 2020 at Tolland Middle School auditorium.  5th grade Band 

members report to the TMS Band room no later than 6:30 p.m.  The Step-Up Concert 

begins at 7:00 p.m.     This is always an exciting evening! 

 

 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Third grade: Students will be starting a fitness unit.  They will rotate through several 

fitness stations working on multiple components of health related fitness and skill related 

fitness.   

t the t      

Fourth grade: Students will be starting a fitness unit.  They will rotate through several 

fitness stations working on multiple components of health related fitness and skill related 

fitness.   
 

Fifth grade: Students will be starting a fitness unit.  They will rotate through several fitness 

stations working on multiple components of health related fitness and skill related fitness.   

 



NOTES FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE: 

The Center for Disease Control recommends these general guidelines to 

prevent respiratory viruses from spreading from person to person: 

 

AND… Get a flu shot 

  



 



 



 



  



 
  



Raising a Kindergarten Star! 

March 25, 6:30-7:30 PM Birch Grove Media Center (just adults) 

                                                      

 

Parents of children entering Kindergarten, join 
other parents and teachers to hear how you 
can best prepare your child to be ready for 
Kindergarten and all the excitement ahead! 

 

Refreshments will be served.  RSVP by March 
20: lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us or 

(860) 870-6750 x 5 

 

mailto:lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us


TIS SPIRIT DAYS 
 

October 31st         Decades Day 

November 26th
          Hat Day 

December 13th     PJ Day 

         District Wide  
      

December 20th  Crazy Sweater Day 
 

January 31st
   Sports Team Day 



March 13th    PI Day 

April 24th   College Spirit Day 

May 22th    Patriotic Day 

June 1st   Wacky Tacky Day 

  



 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2019-2020 

 

  September 18, 2019   February 12, 2020  

  October 9, 2019    March 25, 2020 

  November 13, 2019   No April meeting 

  No December meeting   May 13, 2020 

  January 15, 2020-CANCELLED DUE TO THE SCHEDULING OF AN EARLY 

RELEASE THIS DAY    

 

(all meetings begin at 9:15 a.m.) 

  



TEPTO Volunteer Guidelines 

 

1. All TEPTO volunteers must be an approved volunteer for Tolland Public 

Schools. 
 

2. Please refrain from making personal calls while volunteering.  
 

3. Smoking, drinking and illegal substances are prohibited at all TEPTO events. 
 

4. Appropriate attire for working with children is expected at all times. 
 

5. Volunteers are to report to the TEPTO Board Member or Chairperson in 

charge of the event upon arrival to sign in and receive a volunteer badge. 
 

6. Volunteer badges are to be worn and seen at all times during TEPTO events. 
 

7. Volunteers may not leave an assigned position, change or swap positions at 

any time during an event unless notified and relieved by a TEPTO Board 

Member or Chairperson. 
 

8. Co-room parents are expected to work together to respectfully share 

responsibilities requested by teachers and TEPTO Board. 
 

9. Emails addressed to the appropriate TEPTO mailboxes will be responded to 

within 48 hours, unless there are extenuating circumstances. 
 

10. Determinations of the TEPTO board are final.  Any communications on 

decisions or matters of the board will reflect such determinations.  Once an 

answer has been provided and articulated, it will be considered 

resolved.  Similar questions by the same person on any one issue will not 

receive additional responses. 
 

11. Failure to abide by these policies may result in exclusion for volunteering, 

event services, and opportunities for TEPTO. 

  



Tolland Elementary Schools 
Parent Teacher Organization 

 

2019-2020 
TEPTO Monthly Meetings 

 
All meetings are on Mondays at 7pm in the Library 

 
 September 9th     TIS 
 October 7th     Birch Grove 
 November 4th     TIS 
 December 2nd     Birch Grove 
 February 3rd     TIS 
 March 2nd     Birch Grove 
 April 6th      Birch Grove 
 May 4th      Birch Grove 
 June 1st      TIS 
 

2019-2020 Executive Board 
President: Jennifer Gallichant 

BG Vice President: Bethany Lescoe     TIS Vice President: Tina Smith 
Treasurer: Linda Scheidel     Membership: Rebecca Moore    Communications: Diana Gascon 

Secretary: Jenn Reynolds     Ways & Means: Kristen Overton 

 
 

 

 

            

 

 



 

 

The End 


